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Fort Worth Calligraphers Guild Workshop

May 5 – 6, 2007 
Foundational Hand (Saturday)

Carolingian and Gothicized Italic (Sunday)

Saturday: We will study the structure of the Foundational Hand, so-called by the early 
20th century pioneer Edward Johnston (who modernized it from a 10th century manu-
script), because its forms are truly the foundation of all the major minuscule hands.
Therefore, ideally, it should be the first hand that is learned, before the more difficult for-
mal Italic. So we will be looking for underlying relationships in order to understand 
better the structure of other broad-pen calligraphic styles.

Sunday: Moving on from the previous day’s study, we will see how the same  principles
enable us to appreciate two hands that are at opposite extremes – in the morning the
small, wide and stretched-out Carolingian and in the afternoon the narrow, dense, black
and pointed Gothicized Italic. The latter is not really Italic but is more like a condensed 
and elongated Batarde, in the Gothic family.

Students are hardly expected to “perfect” these hands in such a small time-frame, but
will understand how they work and how to practice them effectively and improve their skills
afterwards.

supplies are basic: drawing board or portable desk, favorite layout paper or smooth paper
that will not allow ink to bleed; non-waterproof ink, or black gouache with palette and brush
to mix, or stick ink and stone, Speedball C1 and C2 or equivalents, with straight barrel pen
holders (rather than the kinds that are hollowed so that your fingers are forced into a fixed 
place, for instance the black plastic Speedball ones).

Friday Lecture: Sheila will show and discuss examples of her work and how it has
developed from when she was a student at art school, as it epitomizes what has happened in
the field of calligraphy during the past sixty years. Friday evening, May 4 at 7:30 p.m., Fort
Worth Fire & Police Training Center Auditorium, 1000 Calvert, Fort Worth, Texas. Free.  

fees: $110. A deposit of $75 will hold your place. The balance is due by April 21. Make
checks made payable to FWCG and send to Linda Jones, 3913 Hillwood Way, Bedford, TX
76021. Refunds will be given only if your place can be filled per FWCG Standing Rule
23(d)(3). Members of the FWCG have priority for registration until April 1. Expect your
checks to be cashed on or after April 23. A room at the Fort Worth Fire and Police Training 
Center has been reserved for the workshop. 

Questions: Contact Linda Jones, at 817-267-5818 or Lindajones817@sbcglobal.net.




